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A Newsletter of The First United Methodist Church of Madison

We seek to embody grace and hospitality in the manner of  Jesus, nurturing our diverse spiritual journeys 
and joining together as a servant community to help realize a more loving and just world.

Sunday Worship
8 a.m.  9:30 a.m.  11 a.m.

May 13 –Festival of   
the Christian Home
 “Called to Love”
Text: John 15:9-17
8 – Worship in Chapel
9:30 - Sacrament of  Holy 
Baptism; Blessed Brass, 
Chancel Choir
11 – Worship in Chapel

May 20 – Foundation Sunday
“Are We There, Yet?”
Text: Acts 1:6-14
8 – Worship in Sanctuary
9:30 – VSA Choir, Chancel Choir
11 – Worship in Sanctuary; 
Confirmation celebration and 
Sacrament of  Holy Baptism  

May 27 – Pentecost 
“Winds of  Change”
Text: Acts 2:1-21
9:30 & 11 – KAT Trio at  
all three services.

June 3 –
Sacrament of  Holy 
Communion at all services
Peace with Justice offering
 “Reflections on the Call”
Text: Isaiah 6:1-8 & Luke 5:1-11
9:30 – Recognition of  high 
school seniors and Alton-Van 
Dyke Scholarship recipients

June 10 – Pastor Schroerlucke’s 
Last Sunday with FUMC
9:30 – Only one worship service 
(No 8 or 11 a.m. services.)
“Parting Thoughts”
Music ministry: Chancel Choir, 
Schroerlucke family members 
& other special guests
A reception and program  
in Fellowship Hall will  
follow worship.

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP
Coffee Fellowship 8:30-11 a.m.

June 10th: A Special Day  
for Pastor Keith and First Church

On Pastor Schroerlucke’s last day in our pulpit – June 10th 
– our congregation will have the opportunity to recognize 
and thank Keith for his 12 years as our Lead Pastor. As we 
know, he has announced his retirement as of  that date.
	 Please join us for worship and a celebratory program 
that morning. There will be one worship service at 9:30 a.m. 
After the service, and following a brief  intermission, we 
will reconvene in the Sanctuary for a program dedicated 
to Keith’s ministry. The program will include music that is 
meaningful to Keith, including selections from members of  
the Schroerlucke family. 

	 We will also recognize Keith’s ministerial career and present him with some 
surprise gifts. Finally, we will hear directly from Keith and Sandra. The morning will 
conclude with a reception in Fellowship Hall.
	 First Church members and friends have received a letter from the Staff  Parish 
Relations Committee describing ways in which we all can make this event more 
meaningful. Please read your letter and reply as indicated.
	 Our congregation has been truly blessed to have had Keith’s leadership for 12 
years. We look forward to this opportunity to recognize him, his family, and his  
40-year career in ministry.

Jim Hoyt, Staff  Parish Relations Committee

Summer Worship Schedule
Special Event Worship Services

One service at 9:30 a.m.
June 10 – July 22 – August 12

All other Sundays there will be worship services at 8, 9:30 and 11 a.m.



Twelve years ago I received a phone call from my District Superintendent. 
It was totally unexpected. We were told that the bishop and cabinet would 
be appointing us to Madison: First United Methodist Church. My first 
reaction was “Why?” We had gone to Green Bay six years earlier with the 
understanding that this would be a long-term appointment. All was going 
well. The church was growing; we had a wonderful staff  and a vibrant and 
significant program of  ministry. “Why?” I asked again. The only response was, 
“The Bishop has great peace about this appointment and believes it is the right 
decision.” I don’t know if  it was the right decision or not; however, I do know 
the past 12 years have gone quickly and been some of  the most significant 
in my ministry. Now, as I prepare to leave First Church, I can only trust that 
somehow God has used me in assisting God’s church to be the witness of  
faith, love and justice we are called to be. 

There are many memories and treasured moments, sacred relationships and 
holy conversations that will remain with me always. These 12 years with you 
and my 40 years in ordained ministry have made me a very blessed person. 
For that I thank you and thank God. Whatever lies ahead we are grateful for 
the moments of  the past and time spent with you and trust that you will work 
with your new pastor in the same spirit and love that we have shared the past 
12 years.

Twelve years ago, I asked, “Why?” God must have been saying “why not?” 
Now, 12 years later, I say “Thank you.” Thank you for the shared moments we 
have had these past 12 years. 

Rev. Keith Schroerlucke, Lead Pastor
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“Whatever lies 
ahead, we are 
grateful for the 
moments of the 
past and time 
spent with you.”
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Summer Worship Schedule
	 As we look forward to summer 
worship at First Church, we have some 
exciting experiences awaiting us. 
	 This summer we will continue 
our present worship schedule at 
8, 9:30 and 11 a.m. in order to give 
Pastor Carly an opportunity to meet 
and become familiar with the three 
worshipping congregations.
	 On three Sundays, however, 
there  will be Special Event Worship 
Services – at 9:30 a.m. only. Each of  
the special services will be followed by 
intergenerational times of  community 
building. Please mark your calendars 
now for these special Sundays.
One service at 9:30 a.m. these Sundays:
June 10 – Pastor Keith’s last Sunday 		
	 Preaching & Retirement Gathering
July 22 – Pastor Carly’s 
	 Welcome Celebration
August 12 – Youth Mission Sunday
	 As we transition to a new pastor, 
the Worship Council will be working 
closely with Pastor Carly, to take 
a fresh look at the traditions and 
practices we currently follow in each 
of  our three services. It is our hope 
that the congregation will participate 
in our upcoming conversations, as 
we continue to provide vital and 
meaningful worship experiences and 
continually seek to worship God in 
heart-and-mind-touching ways.

Ann Herrold-Peterson,  
Worship Council Chair

We Welcome Kat Trio 
May 27

8, 9:30 & 11 a.m.

2012 Wisconsin Annual Conference:  
A Full Schedule for FUMC Reps
The Wisconsin Annual Conference will be held in Wisconsin Dells from Thursday, 
May 31 through Sunday, June 3. During this Annual Conference session, Pastor 
Keith’s retirement from ministry will be acknowledged and Sonja Parr will be 
commissioned as a candidate for ordained ministry. Representing First Church will 
be Pastor Keith and Rev. Tina Lang; Doug Knudson, Bobbi Reynolds and Leigh 
Roberts as our elected Lay Members to Annual Conference; Bill White, who serves 
as the Conference Chancellor; Curtis Wittwer, who is presently the Dean of  the 
Faith Alive program in Wisconsin; and Donna Veatch from the Immigration Task 
Force. Some of  our Extension Clergy and Retired Clergy may also be in attendance. 
Please keep all our Annual Conference members in prayer as they meet to conduct 
the church’s state-wide business.

“Old Befana” Needs Our Help

Friends:
For the past 8 years, we have hosted the wonderful Ken Lonnquist production of  
“Old Befana” on Epiphany Sunday. This beautiful and charming story of  the hope 
that children bring to the world has been a special gift to all of  us who have seen 
it every year. And it is certainly special to children, evidenced by the large number 
who attend worship, as well as the large number of  adults who fill the Sanctuary 
for two services. For 2012, the worship committee, along with all the committees 
of  the church, have been asked to trim their budgets. Therefore money for “Old 
Befana” has had to be cut. Before we notify Ken and the cast that they will not be 
with us in January 2013, we want to make this an opportunity for outside funding 
and support. If  this is an event that you and your family really enjoy and want to 
see continue, won’t you please make a special contribution to the “Old Befana 
Fund”? The total cost of  the production for two services is $2,000 so it won’t take 
too many of  us to reach that goal. With your support, we can continue to hear the 
promise of  hope that is central to this story.

Thank you,
Worship Committee
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Memorial Gifts Received
Recently I have been reminded of  all those who have touched our lives in the 
church but have now died. We continue to be blessed by their enduring presence 
and spirit of  influence. 
	 Each year, on All Saints’ Sunday, we read the names of  church members who 
died in the previous 12 months. It is our way of  honoring their memory and 
presence with us in that “cloud of  witnesses.” In years past, we have included in 
the readings the names of  those memorialized through special gifts and have even 
mentioned some of  the items purchased with the memorials. In recent years we’ve 
moved away from this last practice; but with the upcoming pastoral transition, it 
seems appropriate now to list those memorialized since we last published these 
names in 2008 and some of  the gifts designated with these memorial monies.
	 Below is a list of  names memorialized since 2008 through special gifts and listed 
in the Memorial Book of  FUMC:

Memorial gifts are used to purchase items or fund projects that are outside the 
operating budget yet offer a valuable ministry, resource or service to our church’s 
ministry and program. We are extremely grateful for these gifts but even more, we 
are thankful for the lives they represent and the memories we hold in our hearts.

Keith Schroerlucke and the Memorials Ministry Team

Elizabeth Nagle
Jean Neesring
Marion Olson

Art Pitas
Jean Potter

Bob Prideaux
Bob Rackow

Fid Sailor
Jim Sawyer

Marjorie Thomas
Duaine Turner

Bob Walsh
Jan Walton
Lola Yde

Thelma Achberger
LaVerne Bartel

Alton Block
Winston Brembeck

Neva Brembeck
Irene Bremel
Helen Brisco

Eugene Brockmiller
Wilma Brockmiller

Lee Brown
Steven Cameron

Jim Childs
Gerry Curtis

Bill Endle

These gifts were used to purchase the 
following items or added to the listed 
funds/projects:

●	 A DVD duplicator that allows for
	 the duplication of  recordings of
	 our worship services to be
	 distributed to our homebound
	 members and others
●	 A portable defibrillator
●	 Two ceramic communion sets for
	 the Sanctuary and Chapel
●	 New liturgical paraments and
	 banners for the Sanctuary  
	 and Chapel
●	 A new audio/sound board and
	 system for the Sanctuary
●	 The David Lyons Lecture Series
●	 The Alton/Van Dyke  
	 Scholarship Fund
●	 The FUMC Foundation
●	 The FUMC Sunday  
	 School Program
●	 The FUMC Food Pantry
●	 The FUMC Music Program and 
	 special sponsorship of  music events
●	 The FUMC Youth Program
●	 The FUMC Outreach Program
●	 The FUMC Building Program
●	 The Garden and Landscape Fund
●	 The Lee Brown Scholarship Fund
●	 The “Fid Fund” and Madison 
	 Chaplaincy Hospital Fund
●	 The Leonard McGinnis Youth
	 Special Events Scholarship Fund
●	 The Lola Yde Special Music Fund
●	 Pennies for Peace Fund

Bill Fairbanks
Cecil Findley

Rose Gandolph
Mary Gill
Katy Gray

John Harvey
Jean Harvey

Phyllis Henry 
Jeffrey Johnson

John Kirkpatrick
Erma Kyle

Edie Lancaster
Leonard McGinnis

Marion Murphy
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Hands On

Ministry
There are many ways to help here at 
First Church - hands on, behind the 
scenes - it’s all up to you.

Children & Youth
Church School Teachers/Helpers  –   
If  you have an interest in teaching, consider 
which age level you would like to teach – 
adults, youth, children, or preschoolers. 
Curriculum and training are provided.
Mission Trip & Event Helpers – 
We are always looking for passionate adults 
who have a heart for the youth and want to 
help. Ways you can help include helping to 
chaperone events and ministry trips.  

Welcome Team
Welcome Office Receptionists –  
As part of  the weekday welcome team, 
receptionists extend hospitality to guests 
and visitors coming to the church for  
events or assistance.
Greeters – As part of  the welcome team 
ministry, greeters provide the first face 
of  hospitality to our visitors, friends and 
members as they enter worship on Sunday 
mornings and for holiday worship services.

Outreach & Service
Food Pantry - Volunteers are needed for: 
daytime pantries on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday; evening pantries on Tuesday and 
Thursday; delivery unloading on Tuesdays; 
and re-packaging large food items into 
smaller containers. Shift times vary and can 
be adapted to a volunteer’s schedule.
Shelter Meals - Volunteers assist with our 
church’s monthly responsibility for Saturday 
evening dinner and Sunday morning 
breakfast at the Men’s Shelter located at 
Grace Episcopal Church on the Square. 
Volunteers prepare food offsite, then deliver 
and serve it at the shelter. 
For more information on any of  
the above ministry areas, email 
info@fumc.org or call the church 
office at 608-256-9061.

Become a

Volunteer Support
Provide

Care
Show you

Hospital Visitation Ministry
A stay in the hospital can seem long and solitary. To alleviate the loneliness and 
remind patients that their church cares, members of  the Hospital Visitation 
Team monitor the Madison hospitals for names of  First Church members and 
friends who have been admitted. Each day of  the week, a team member calls the 
hospitals to see if  any First Church members or friends are patients there, and 
follows up with a short visit to each person.
	 The visits are informal and can be made anytime during hospital visiting 
hours, including weekends. These visits remind the person that people at First 
Church care and are thinking about them. During this visit the team member 
also asks if  the person would like to be listed in the Sunday bulletin prayer 
concerns or with our Prayer Team. Some team members make the calls on a 
specific day each week. Other members work as a pair and take turns covering 
alternate weeks. Some members act as substitutes and fill in when needed.
	 Two to three times a year, usually on a Sunday morning, the team holds a 
short, 30-45 minute meeting to talk about any concerns and to do any additional 
training which might be desired. Initial training is provided for new members.
	 This is a meaningful and rewarding ministry in the church. New members 
to the Hospital Visitation Team are always needed and warmly welcomed. If  
you are interested in serving on this ministry team or desire more information, 
please contact Judy Lyons at jlyons@fumc.org or Doug Knudson via the church 
office at info@fumc.org or 608.256.9061.

Doug Knudson, Hospital Visitation Team Coordinator

Other Caring Ministries
Some other ways you may serve as part of  Caring Ministries include the  
Care Team which offers one-on-one support and relationships to meet specific 
needs of  older members and visits to those homebound and in long-term  
care. Contact Marilyn Smith via the church office info@fumc.org or 
Judy Lyons at jlyons@fumc.org or call 608.256.9061.



Report from the Field:  

First Church Supporting the  
Getsemani Community in El Salvador

	 First Church’s International Ministry Team continues to assist the Getsemani 
community in Ahuachapán, El Salvador through its partnership with Habitat for 
Humanity El Salvador. This support presently focuses on nurturing micro 
businesses and assisting a reading program in the community.
	 This past February, I led an 11-person team to Ahuachapán that helped build 
three Habitat houses in the Los Buenos Community, a neighborhood adjacent 
to the Getsemani Community. While there, I had the opportunity to meet with 
various groups in the Getsemani community that the International Ministry Team is supporting.
	 I shared with the Getsemani Jewelry Group our experience selling their hand made bracelets at our church during 
Advent, explaining how we had publicized and marketed the bracelets, and providing feedback on which products 
sold well and which didn’t. We also discussed ways to facilitate the purchase of  and payment for their jewelry from the 
United States, such as use of  a picture-based order form. These discussions incorporated some valuable suggestions I 
had obtained before the trip from Janet Niewold at the Morgridge Center for Public Service, UW-Madison.

	 While there, I also purchased more jewelry from the group. I have 
just made arrangements to sell some of  the group’s bracelets, necklaces and 
earrings on consignment with Chiripa, a store on South Park Street in Madison 
that specializes in artisan goods from the Americas. These items will go on sale 
once we arrange with the jewelry group for appropriate publicity materials. I 
will place a notice in the FUMC eNews when they become available at Chiripa. 
Meanwhile, the International Ministry team will continue to investigate other 
avenues for distributing the group’s jewelry in Madison and beyond.
	 The Getsemani Sewing Group is thriving. An instructor provides 
regular training to the 24 women currently participating. As the quality of  their 
sewing and teamwork improves, they intend to make products for sale, including 

school uniforms. One of  the challenges facing the group is their lack of  equipment. Our team took from Madison a 
basic sewing machine, which we donated to the group. That donation raised the total number of  their sewing machines 
to 14. We obtained this sewing machine from the Sewing Machine Project, a nonprofit organization based in Madison, 
which our team is partnering with.
	 Another interesting group I met with is the Getsemani Reading Group. 
This is a group of  four high school students who conduct a weekly reading 
program for the youth in the community as part of  their community service. 
Many of  the parents in the community do not read and thus are not able to 
read to their children. Their community service is in exchange for a special 
benefit each student has received, either enrollment in a distinctive English 
class or a laptop computer.
	 This group also maintains the books given to the community, which it is using 
to start a small library. These books include the ones Kathi Kemp collected and 
took to the community as part of  our 2011 Habitat trip and additional books from our 2012 team. (Kathi, a librarian 
and active International Ministry Team member, often staffs our table in Fellowship Hall on Sundays.) Following Kathi’s 
instructions, our team made hand stamps for the fledgling library to use for labeling books with the library’s name and 
marking due dates for the books they lend.
	 Finally, I am pleased to report that earlier this year the International Ministry team sent Habitat for 
Humanity International a check for $5,400 to support the Strengthening the Getsemani Community Project. 
These funds were raised from a number of  sources, including contributions from First Church members, team sales 
of  coffee and other Fair Trade items in Fellowship Hall, and a grant from the Outreach Council. On behalf  of  the 
International Ministry Team, I share a hearty thanks to all those who contributed to this support. It is one more 
way that we at First Church are putting our faith into action.     

John Stolzenberg, International Ministry Team Coordinator
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Thank You
A special thank you to everyone for 
your prayers, support, and thoughtful 
remembrances coming our way 
throughout the past six months and 
at the passing of  my father, Leif  
Grimstad. It is the community of  faith 
in which we find our support and feel 
the abiding presence and love of  God. 
For each of  you, I am thankful.

Gratefully, 
Sandra Schroerlucke

Next Chimes Deadline
The next issue of  Chimes will be 
published June 14. The deadline 
for submitting articles is noon on 
Wednesday, June 6.

Adult Leaders Needed  
for Youth Missions
If  you are interested in being a chaperone 
or assisting in other ways to make either 
the Middle School or High School mission 
trips as inspiring as possible, contact Seth 
Schroerlucke through the church office at 
608.256.9061 or email youthya@fumc.org. 
Cost: FREE.

First Cup Café Menu
May 13 - Special Pancake Breakfast
May 20 - Breakfast Burritos
May 27 - French Toast Soufflé

First Cup Café begins summer 
“vacation” June 3 and resumes  
in September. 

Sing-Along for Porchlight
Saturday, May 19, 7 – 9:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

To celebrate her 60th birthday, Kathy Maldegen is hosting 
a sing-along to benefit Porchlight’s Safe Haven 
program. Appetizers and desserts will be prepared using 
Porchlight Products. Kathy requests only gifts to support 
Safe Haven’s programs. For a list of  ideas please see the 
party invitation posted on the Community Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall  
or visit the FUMC website and click on the highlighted event at the right of   
the page. Kathy requests RSVPs by Friday, May 17. Please RSVP at  
info@fumc.org or 608.256.9061.

Jr. High Convo Recap
Inspired by speakers and heartfelt rock bands, the middle school youth had 
an awesome time at Jr. High Convo this year in Sheboygan. They spent the 
weekend enjoying Nerf  ball games, dance contests, goofing around, and even 
some bocce ball in the hotel room!

Youth Pull WP (Weed Patrol) Duty
The number of  weeds and pieces of  trash around the church property were 
greatly reduced thanks to the efforts of  dedicated youth and a couple of  adults 
on Sunday, April 22.
	 We started at the corner of  Johnson Street and Wisconsin Avenue and walked 
up Johnson, digging out dandelions, quack grass and Canadian thistle while 
picking up the trash dropped along the parkway. Walking behind the church we 
gathered more trash and smelled the vented air from our kitchen (cookies and 
breakfast foods).
	 Moving to the front of  the church, a couple of  youth checked the planted 
edges of  our parking lot for weeds and trash while several others worked on 
weeding the island. Then we all set to work on the planting bed along the 
Wisconsin Avenue sidewalk, where we found and removed numerous European 
Creeping Bellflower plants and some more Canadian thistles.
	 I personally appreciated the willingness and effort from our youth and now 
we all can enjoy a much cleaner property!                              -Allison Eyring-Green

Sunday, May 13
Youth Auction
Silent Auction 8:30 - 10:45 a.m.
Live Auction 10:40 - 11 a.m. 

Pancake Breakfast 
8:30 - 9:15 a.m.
Join the College-Age and Young Adults 
groups for a Pancake Breakfast from 
8:30 - 9:30 a.m. to support their sum-
mer mission trip.
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First United Methodist Church 
Phone: 608.256.9061 Fax: 608.256.6633 Website: www.fumc.org
Staff  Members
Keith Schroerlucke, Lead Pastor..............................................................kschroer@fumc.org
Tina Lang, Minister of  Discipleship.......................................................tlang@fumc.org
Susan Jeannette, Director of  Outreach Ministries................................outreach@fumc.org
Scott Foss, Director of  Music.................................................................. .sfoss@fumc.org
Seth Schroerlucke, Coordinator of  Youth and Young Adult Ministries..youthya@fumc.org
Mary Hasheider, Coordinator of  Connecting Ministries.....................mhasheider@fumc.org
Judy Lyons, Coordinator of  Homebound Ministries........................... jlyons@fumc.org
Karen Andro, Administrative Manager..................................................kandro@fumc.org
Kathie Nichols, Business Administrator................................................knichols@fumc.org
Bev McCulloch, Financial Assistant........................................................bmcculloch@fumc.org
Tricia Hillner, Publications Specialist......................................................chimes@fumc.org
Dennis Anderson, Lead Custodian.........................................................danderson@fumc.org
Bobbi Foutch-Reynolds, Food Ministry Coordinator..........................breynolds@fumc.org
Music Staff: Ross Cowing, Organist                         Dan Woolpert, Director Blessed Brass
Digital Arts Specialists: Max & Laura Wendt                         Graphic Designer: Dana Craft  
Weekend Custodian: Ron Burrows      Christian Education Assistant: Molly Grothaus Breunig
CHIMES (USPS 559180) is published monthly by First United Methodist Church,  
203 Wisconsin Avenue, Madison, WI 53703-2105.  
Periodicals postage paid at Madison, WI. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
The Chimes, 203 Wisconsin Avenue, Madison, WI 53703-2105.

Faith Development Opportunities 
Sunday Mornings
Bible Study – 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall (Ends May 13)
The Journey – 9:30 a.m. in Room 208 (Ends May 27)
Theology for the 21st Century – 9:30 a.m. in Room LL05 (Ends June 3)
The Christian Adventure – 11 a.m. in Room 203 (Ends June 3)

For more information on these classes go to:  
http://www.fumc.org/get-involved/sunday-morning/adults/  

Mondays
Meditation Group – 7 p.m. in the Chapel

Recurring Calendar Events
Yoga for Good Sessions
Mondays: 11:45 a.m. in the Chapel
Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
There will be no class on Monday, May 28. 
(Memorial Day holiday)
Game Day – Wednesday, May 23, 
	 1-3 p.m. in Room 208

Faith & Reason Group –  
	 Second Tuesday of  each month,  
	 7:30 a.m. at Capitol Lakes

United Methodist  
Women: Ruth Circle 
This group will take a break for the 
summer. The next meeting will be  
on Tuesday, August 13.

Offices Closed
The church building and offices will be 
closed on Tuesday, May 15 from 9 a.m. 
until 3:30 p.m. so that staff  may attend a 
Staff  Planning Retreat. The Food Pantry 
and other evening gatherings will take 
place as scheduled.

Memorial Day
The church building, offices and 
Food Pantry will be closed on 
Monday, May 28, in celebration of   
the Memorial Day holiday.

First Church Food Pantry
Monday: 10 a.m - noon
Tuesday: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. - noon
Thursday: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday: 10 a.m. - noon

FUMC Building
Open Hours
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Monday –Thursday: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. - noon

Joys & Concerns
Please remember these FUMC members and friends in your prayers: 
Anona Gilbert, Edith McAusland, Marge Detroy and Jean Ebersohl.
	 Donald Johnson, son of  Don Johnson and brother of  Jackie Gargano,  
died Monday, April 9 at Agrace HospiceCare. Our prayers are with Don and 
Jackie’s family at this difficult time.
	 We extend condolences to the family and friends of  Caroline Ingram, who 
died April 15 and Warren Ingram who died on May 7.
	 We also extend heartfelt sympathy to the Schroerlucke family. Sandra’s father, 
Leif  Grimstad died on Thursday, April 19. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
both families during these difficult times.
	 Congratulations to Christopher Gerster and Sarah Schroerlucke, whose 
daughter, Ilah Jean Gerster, was baptized in our Sanctuary on Sunday, April 22. 
Ilah joins two older brothers, Ollie and Indie. She is a granddaughter of  Keith 
and Sandra Schroerlucke.
	 Drew Dean and Amber Evenson welcomed a son, Charles William 
Evenson Dean, to their family on March 10. Proud grandparents are Don Dean 
and Margot Fischer.
	 Chuck and Karen Wineland were blessed by the birth of  a granddaughter, 
Harriet Sue Fernandez, born April 1.
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all God’s

Welcome Molly!
Molly Grothaus Breunig has recently been hired to fill 
the part-time position of  Christian Education Assistant. 
The position will focus on ministries related to young 
children and families. Be ready for Molly’s invitation to 
help support children’s Sunday School and other special 
projects! Better yet, find Molly on a Sunday morning and 
ask how you can help. Molly brings excellent educational 
background and personal experience to this position. She 

did most of  her growing up in this congregation, (since she was in fifth grade), 
her bachelor’s degree is in education, she has taught and worked with students 
of  various ages in various capacities, and she is the parent of  three children. 
Those qualifications along with her creativity, enthusiasm, and commitment to the 
spiritual development of  children are gifts that children, parents and Sunday school 
teachers will all appreciate. We’re grateful to include Molly as part of  the ministry 
team of  First Church. Welcome Molly!

The End of  the Sunday School Year is Near
It won’t be long before children and youth are dismissed from their schools for 
summer vacation. Our regular Sunday school program will also conclude 
soon, but Summer Sunday school will follow. The last session of  regular classes 
for children and youth will take place on Sunday, May 27. Young children will 
celebrate with a Pentecost Party that morning and youth will enjoy an end-of-the-
school-year party. A 10-week summer Sunday school program for children 
age 3 through grade 5 will begin on Sunday, June 24 and continue through 
August 26. Middle and high school age youth will have monthly summer Sunday 
school gatherings. Watch for more details in early June.

Many Thanks From The Children
Young children are well cared for on Sunday mornings by our childcare attendants  
and faithful Sunday school teachers. Many, many thanks to the leaders who’ve shared 
their time, energy and love with our children during this winter-spring semester. 

Childcare attendants: Geralynne Papas, Kirsten Rabenhorst, Maggie Cahill,  
Maddie Kelly, Zoe DeLain. Teachers: Steffenie and Josh Williams, Laurie Peterson, 
Jennifer Gotto, Karen and Laura Wydeven, Mike and Ellen Carlson, Susan and  
David Mockert, Laura Wendt, Paul and Rita Riehemann, Jocelyn Bock, Grace and  
Jim Newton, Ally Barnsley, Joyce O’Connell, Alicia Kuberski, Monica Bear,  
Clay Mehnert, Jan Moen, Lisa Senson, Iris Peterson, Angela Babler, Amanda Lang, 
Matt Schluntz, Molly Breunig. 

Thank you from the children and all of  us!

Children & Youth
Children’s Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Children come to 9:30 a.m. worship
and go to their classes after the Pastor’s
“Conversation with the Children.”
	 •  Toddlers Age 2 and 3 – Room LL19
	 •  Preschoolers – Room LL17
	 •  Grades K-1 – Room LL10
	 •  Grades 2-3 – Room LL15
	 •  Grades 4-5 – Room LL11
May 27 – Pentecost Party and Last day 
of  regular Sunday School
Childcare on Sundays 9:15 a.m. – Noon
	 •  Infant – 2 years: First Floor Nursery
	    - Room 104
	 •  Toddlers age 2 and older:  
	    Lower Level - Room LL12
Youth Sunday School 
Meet at 9:30 a.m.
	 •  Middle School: Room LL02
	 •  High School: Room LL04

Youth Events
	 •  May 13 – Auction Fundraiser 
	 •  May 20 at 11 a.m. 
	    – Confirmation Service
	 •  June 3 – MS Mission Trip 
	    Training Workshop
	 •  May 27 –  9:30 a.m.
	     MS & HS End-of-the-year Party
	 •  June 3 – 9:30 a.m. 
	    Graduation/Alton-Van Dyke 
	    Scholarship Sunday (Sanctuary)

Young Adults
	 •  May 13 -  
	     Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
	 •  May 21-28 – Mission trip to 
	    Koinonia, Americus, GA
	 •  May 27 at  5 p.m. – Potluck & 
	    Discussion (Fellowship Hall) 
Contact Seth at youthya@fumc.org  
for more info.
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Scenes from First Church

Jazz Sunday John Dominic Crossan - Lyons Lecture Series

Sunday Fellowship Time Dan Hotchkiss meets with Church Leaders.


